
Michael John Perry specializes in three areas:  Human Rights Theory; Law, Morality, 
and Religion; and Constitutional Law.  He is the author of thirteen books and over 
eighty-five articles and essays.  The titles of Perry’s books reflect his particular interests:  
The Constitution, the Courts, and Human Rights (Yale, 1982); Morality, Politics, and 
Law (Oxford, 1988); Love and Power:  The Role of Religion and Morality in American 
Politics (Oxford, 1991); The Constitution in the Courts:  Law or Politics? (Oxford, 1994); 
Religion in Politics:  Constitutional and Moral Perspectives (Oxford, 1997); The Idea of 
Human Rights:  Four Inquiries (Oxford, 1998); We the People:  The Fourteenth 
Amendment and the Supreme Court (Oxford, 1999), Under God?  Religious Faith and 
Liberal Democracy (Cambridge, 2003), Toward a Theory of Human Rights:  Religion, 
Law, Courts (Cambridge, 2007); Constitutional Rights, Moral Controversy, and the 
Supreme Court (Cambridge, 2009); The Political Morality of Liberal Democracy 
(Cambridge, 2010); Human Rights in the Constitutional Law of the United States 
(Cambridge, 2013); and A Global Political Morality:  Human Rights, Democracy, and 
Constitutionalism (Cambridge, 2017). 
 
Since 2003, Perry has held a Robert W. Woodruff University Chair at Emory University, 
where he teaches in the law school.  A Woodruff Chair is the highest honor Emory 
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